Term 1 Extra Credit Opportunities
Independent Research (Points TBD)
If you are interested in doing extra reading or research on a topic related to the course which interests you, you will be rewarded with extra credit.  Please see me to discuss the details. 
Documentary Diagnosis (5 pts)
Select a film from the following list and watch it. As you watch, answer all the questions on the associated worksheet. (This series can be found on Netflix)
· America: The Story of US episode 1 – Rebels
· America: The Story of US episode 2 – Revolution
· America: The story of US episode 3 – Westward
Current Events Analysis (10 pts)
Find a current event that interests you and read it. Write up the full MLA information at the top of the page. Then offer a one paragraph summary of the current event.  Make sure and address the big W's: who, what, where, when, why.
Then, in two paragraphs, analyze the significance of this current event in light of what you now know about US and world history.  Why is it important and what does it REALLY mean?
Finally, write up several questions that this current event brings up for you. Please staple your analysis to the front of the current event.
History through Film (10 pts)
Select a film from the following list and watch it. I would recommend taking notes while you watch. After finishing the movie write up a response paper making sure to answer the following questions:
· Before watching the film, what did you already know about this topic? 
· Provide a general plot summary with a beginning, middle, climax, and an ending
· Explain your thoughts on the extent to which the film was accurate. What historical inaccuracies do you believe were included in the film and why do you think they are inaccuracies?
· What did you learn from this film that you did not know before you began watching it?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Would you recommend this film to another viewer? Why or why not?
Movie Option:
· 1776 (1972)
· The New World (2005)
· The Last of the Mohicans*  (1992)
· The Patriot*  (2000)
· The Crucible  (1996)
· Fort Apache (1948)
· 12 Years a Slave* (2013)
**Must have parental permission & signature to watch

Political Cartoon Analysis (15 pts)
Directions:
1. Find a cartoon on your own, or link here to find a whole bunch of political cartoons. http://www.cagle.com/
2. Find a cartoon on a topic that you believe relates in some way to our current topic of study in class. (Example: If we're studying the Constitution, find a topic that relates to some sort of constitutional issue. If we're studying the Great Depression, find topics that are Depression related, etc.)
3. Analyze the cartoon.
4. In writing: Identify the cartoon by author, date of publication and name of publication. Explain the point of view of the cartoon. (What message is the author attempting to convey) Provide a detailed explanation of how the issue in the cartoon relates to our current area of study.
Note: You may not find a cartoon that is directly related to a topic of study. (i.e. there are probably no cartoons on the great depression. But you may find a cartoon related to economic issues such as: the government’s role in the economic system, poverty, social security, etc. You will need to be creative in your thinking. What is important is linking with the concepts we are currently studying, not the exact same topic.)
Concept Cube (20 pts)
The purpose of this project is to help you review a period of time and to see the relationships between causes and consequences. Use the instructions found on my website to create the cube. Keep in mind that your work will be displayed and used by students other than those who know you or what you were thinking when you did the project, so the work should be done well, be colorful and interesting, and should use a carefully chosen set of images, graphs, songs, selections from speeches, pictures, etc., to present your time period and topic.

